
Foundation For Allen Schools Grant Application

Let's get to know you!

First Name Claudia

Last Name Hendricks

Preferred name/name that you go by: Claudia

Email Address claudia.hendricks@allenisd.org

Best phone number to reach you at: 19723884749

Campus Lowery Freshman Center

Grade(s) 9

I have co-applicants: No

Please provide your work-related Facebook contact
information. n/a

Please provide your work-related Twitter contact
information. n/a

Project Information

Name of Grant Read-Share-Grow

Please select the MAIN curriculum area your grant
addresses. English Language Arts (Secondary)

Does your grant have a technology component? No

Does your grant have a need or requirement that will
change, alter, or require any maintenance to Allen ISD

Properties?
No

Will other campuses be involved/impacted? No

Will other grades be involved/impacted? No

How many students will be involved in this grant? 130

Are there any additional funds available for this grant? No

Project Information Continued

AP924300 - Page 1 of 9



What is the problem, need or opportunity that this grant
will address? Describe the impact of this project on your

students.

The Foundation for Allen Schools Grant will fund a Read-
Share-Grow initiative for the Lowery Freshman Center

English department. It will address the problem of having
a lack of novels in the young-adult fiction genre that can
be readily available to students in a classroom setting.
Many students, by the time they are freshman in high
school, have lost the love of reading they once had.
Reading for enjoyment is part of the Allen ISD ELA

curriculum, and students are required to bring a book for
“leisure” reading every day to help foster an appreciation

for a good story while increasing reading fluency and
stamina. While Read-Share-Grow would benefit students

who find little value in reading-for-pleasure, its greater
purpose will be served during our literature circles unit, in
which students select books to read and discuss as they

make connections and grow in their identity, develop
empathy for others, and share individual reflections

appropriately with their circle peers. It would not be an
understatement to say that many of our students have
experienced emotional and mental trauma from recent

worldwide events and are at times ill-equipped to
process their place in it. Indeed, some young people do

have the wherewithal, the experience, or parental
modeling to turn to books for comfort, retreat, or escape.

But so many do not see reading as a viable coping
mechanism. Having a broader array of books readily
available to choose from in the context of a warm and

compassionate classroom with a teacher directing them
to something appropriate to their interests and

circumstances could eliminate the "hassle" or the inability
of some students to obtain a book, and bring immediacy
to the act of choosing a book and thereby demonstrate to

students how close at hand a good book can be.
Students often do not know how to do this on their own. If

they are given this experience, the hope is that they
would ultimately form a habit of turning to books. The

power of books lay in their healing capacity when a child
sees him or herself within the pages of a story.
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How will the project or program be implemented?
Describe activities and tasks. Who is the target
population and in what ways will they benefit?

Students in a 9th-grade English class will benefit from
Read-Share-Grow by providing a variety of Young Adult
titles to choose from that are relevant and meaningful to

a diverse population of teens. The primary target
population can be narrowed to the reluctant reader who
may not have the resources or support to provide his/her

own copy of a book to read for literature circles.
Literature Circles is part of our literacy program at LFC

that brings students to gather together in small groups to
reflect and discuss a common book, its topics, themes,

characters, and how they relate to their own experiences.
Students self select a book through guided criteria.

These criteria are: the book must have a coming-of-age
theme, it must be age and grade appropriate, should not

have been previously read, and must make a sound
academic argument. Students read their books

individually and create “thought logs'' in which they
record their thoughts, questions, epiphanies, write down
impactful quotes, and express their reflections creatively,

all leading them to think critically and make real-world
connections with their reading to prepare them for

engaging conversations with their peers in their circles.
Various “projects” are intertwined throughout the reading,
such as researching a relevant topic from their book that
incorporates the skills of evaluating primary sources and

digital citizenship. Other activities will allow them to
practice speaking, in which they will give oral

presentations of their reflections or perform a dramatic
reading of an impactful passage. And finally, writing that
will culminate with creating a webpage to present their
researched topic. In using an authentic visual medium,

such as a webpage, students will see real-world purpose
in utilizing real-world reading, thinking, writing, and

creating skills innovatively to "create content" and see
how being an "influencer" can be a very pragmatic tool in
future pursuits of their own making. Students will begin to
understand that digital citizenship goes hand in hand with

reading and writing and is a pathway to autonomy,
empowerment, and success in the real world. The books
for the classroom/department Read-Share-Grow library

will be various titles of the young-adult fiction genre
selected from TAYSHAS that have met the standards of

the AISD book review committee guidelines and
approved of by the ELA district coordinator.

Provide a brief summary for use on the Foundation's
website and social media.

Read-Share-Grow will provide a freshman English
classroom with books for students to choose from and
read for literature circles. Teenagers often don’t know
what they want to read, but when they see a book that
reflects who they are and what they are going through,
they are much more likely to pick it up. And when they

have the opportunity to discuss what they’re reading with
their peers in literature circles, they begin to see and

experience the bigger world through the eyes of
someone else. Possibilities and imagination take over
and young minds bloom through Read-Share-Grow!
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Which Allen ISD goals/TEKS does this project support?
Please provide 2 examples.

Two relevant TEKS met by Read-Share-Grow Literature
Circles with the research component are: 110.36 -
Students will engage in meaningful and respectful

discourse by listening, responding appropriately, and
adjusting communications to audiences and purposes;

give a presentation using informal, formal, and technical
language effectively to meet the news of audience,

purpose, and occasion. 110.36 - Students will describe
personal connections to a variety of sources, including
self-selected texts; write responses that demonstrate

understanding of texts, including comparing texts within
and across genres; use text evidence and original

commentary to support a comprehensive response;
discuss and write about the explicit or implicit meanings

of text. 110.37 - Students will develop questions for
formal and informal inquiry; locate relevant sources;

synthesize information from a variety of sources.

What specific measurements will be used to evaluate the
effectiveness of the project?

For their literature circles, each student group will
determine their “norms” during their first meeting. They

must collaborate and agree on how many pages they will
read before the next meeting, as well as various

behavioral and communicative expectations for their time
together. Thought Logs will be used to evaluate the

connections students are making with their books. Visual
and verbal presentations of book projects will be

evaluated by ELA rubrics already familiar with students to
demonstrate application and extension of reading,

thinking, writing, speaking, and creating skills.

What teaching methods will be used to implement this
project?

Students will learn to keep “thought logs” as they read
their self-selected novels. Because note-taking and

guided questions can take away from the joy of reading,
thought logs are presented in a way that inspires

authentic response to characters, setting, and plots that
occurs in the story. Students may respond creatively with

drawings or doodles, or emotionally, with a personal
response to something a character has experienced, or

reflectively, with a personal response. Students are
encouraged to record their questions, such as “I wonder,”

or “I am surprised that,” or “I predict.” The concept of
“epiphany” is taught to students, which they understand
as “a-ha” moments that reveal the author’s purpose, a
deeper meaning, or something they can relate to that
may be unstated or implicit in the text. Students are

encouraged to write down anything that is “worth talking
about” for their weekly circle discussions. The other

activities related to literature circles throughout the unit
are a research project, a speaking presentation and a

final webpage presentation. The primary teaching
methods used are modeling with mentor texts, teacher
modeling of the creative process, real-world examples,

past student examples, and lessons in digital citizenship.

What is the project timeline and the date of
implementation?

The English I department at Lowery conducts Literature
Circles during the fourth and final quarter of the

schoolyear. All activities and projects during this time are
supported and driven by Literature Circles. It is the most
anticipated unit for teachers as well as students because

it has the components of individual choice, time to
interact with peers, reading something that has personal
meaning, and creative expression. Students are given
two weeks before the unit begins to research different

books through a virtual “book tour,” library, internet, and
classroom bookshelves, so the buildup creates

anticipation and excitement about forming their reading
circles and finding the "just-right-for-me" book.
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Explain how this idea or project enhances/supports Allen
ISD curriculum or existing systems.

Because Allen ISD promotes authentic reading and
writing, supports a student’s ability to pursue and
integrate knowledge while utilizing technology, to

understand each other’s differences on a social and
cultural level, to be able to communicate effectively, and
to collaborate in group settings, the Read-Share-Grow

project is a direct and conventional yet innovative
implementation of each of these standards of the AISD
graduate profile. For students to develop healthy habits
of being life-long learners, they must see and appreciate
the need for good books, the power storytelling plays in

supporting cultures and society, and understand the
identities of themselves and others. An environment rich
in a diverse collection of literature that is reflective of the
real world, directly lends itself to preparing young adults

for a life inside and outside of themselves as they
continue learning pursuits through Allen ISD and beyond.

Project Budget

Total Grant Budget Requested: 962.12

Project Budget Set Number 1

Item Type General Supplies

List item to be purchased under item category: A Breath Too Late, Callen, Rocky

Unit Cost 15.00

Quantity 4

Total cost of items in this category: 60.00

Project Budget Set Number 2

Item Type General Supplies

List item to be purchased under item category: Monday's Not Coming, Tiffany Jackson

Unit Cost 10.79

Quantity 4

Total cost of items in this category: 43.16

Project Budget Set Number 3

Item Type General Supplies

List item to be purchased under item category: Time Bomb, Joelle Charbonneau

Unit Cost 9.99

Quantity 4

Total cost of items in this category: 39.96

Project Budget Set Number 4

Item Type General Supplies
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List item to be purchased under item category: The Beginning of Everything, Robyn Schneider

Unit Cost 9.99

Quantity 4

Total cost of items in this category: 39.96

Project Budget Set Number 5

Item Type General Supplies

List item to be purchased under item category: Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes

Unit Cost 9.99

Quantity 4

Total cost of items in this category: 39.96

Project Budget Set Number 6

Item Type General Supplies

List item to be purchased under item category: The Serpent King, Jeff Zentner

Unit Cost 9.99

Quantity 4

Total cost of items in this category: 39.96

Project Budget Set Number 7

Item Type General Supplies

List item to be purchased under item category: The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind, William Kamkwamba

Unit Cost 9.99

Quantity 4

Total cost of items in this category: 39.96

Project Budget Set Number 8

Item Type General Supplies

List item to be purchased under item category: The Red Palace, Jane Hur

Unit Cost 16.99

Quantity 4

Total cost of items in this category: 67.96

Project Budget Set Number 9

Item Type General Supplies

List item to be purchased under item category: Before I Fall, Lauren Oliver
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Unit Cost 11.43

Quantity 4

Total cost of items in this category: 45.72

Project Budget Set Number 10

Item Type General Supplies

List item to be purchased under item category: Educated, Tara Westover

Unit Cost 13.00

Quantity 4

Total cost of items in this category: 52.00

Project Budget Set Number 11

Item Type General Supplies

List item to be purchased under item category: Concrete Rose, Angie Thomas

Unit Cost 13.61

Quantity 4

Total cost of items in this category: 54.44

Project Budget Set Number 12

Item Type General Supplies

List item to be purchased under item category: The Red Pencil, Andrea Davis Pinkney

Unit Cost 8.99

Quantity 4

Total cost of items in this category: 35.96

Project Budget Set Number 13

Item Type General Supplies

List item to be purchased under item category: All of Me, Chris Baron

Unit Cost 8.99

Quantity 4

Total cost of items in this category: 35.96

Project Budget Set Number 14

Item Type General Supplies

List item to be purchased under item category: The Color of Water, James McBride

Unit Cost 9.80
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Quantity 4

Total cost of items in this category: 39.20

Project Budget Set Number 15

Item Type General Supplies

List item to be purchased under item category: Born a Crime, Trevor Noah

Unit Cost 10.74

Quantity 4

Total cost of items in this category: 42.96

Project Budget Set Number 16

Item Type General Supplies

List item to be purchased under item category: Refugee, Alan Gratz

Unit Cost 14.50

Quantity 4

Total cost of items in this category: 58.00

Project Budget Set Number 17

Item Type General Supplies

List item to be purchased under item category: Internment, Samira Ahmed

Unit Cost 8.99

Quantity 4

Total cost of items in this category: 35.96

Project Budget Set Number 18

Item Type General Supplies

List item to be purchased under item category: Unwind, Neal Shusterman

Unit Cost 11.69

Quantity 4

Total cost of items in this category: 46.76

Project Budget Set Number 19

Item Type General Supplies

List item to be purchased under item category: Long Way Down, Jason Reynolds

Unit Cost 6.78

Quantity 4
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Total cost of items in this category: 27.12

Project Budget Set Number 20

Item Type General Supplies

List item to be purchased under item category: First They Killed My Father, Loung Ung

Unit Cost 14.49

Quantity 4

Total cost of items in this category: 57.96

Project Budget Set Number 21

Item Type General Supplies

List item to be purchased under item category: In Order to Live, Yeonmi Park

Unit Cost 14.79

Quantity 4

Total cost of items in this category: 59.16

NGB

First
Name

Last
Name Email NGB Record Letter

Jill Stafford jill.stafford@allenisd.org RN239027 Name: Rec240575,
Status: Submitted

Click on the 'Edit' button to
replace this with your letter.

NGB Custom Questions and Answers

Rec240575

I certify that this would be a good use of funds for our
school and this grant supports the district goals and/or
our campus improvement plans. **Do NOT include any

identifiers, such as: campus name, your name, teacher's
name or mascot **

Approve

Please provide comments/feedback for the applicant: Love to continue this at Lowery!!

Almost done!

Not Available

AP924300 - Page 9 of 9


	Foundation For Allen Schools Grant Application
	Let's get to know you!
	Project Information
	Project Information Continued
	Project Budget
	Project Budget Set Number 1
	Project Budget Set Number 2
	Project Budget Set Number 3
	Project Budget Set Number 4
	Project Budget Set Number 5
	Project Budget Set Number 6
	Project Budget Set Number 7
	Project Budget Set Number 8
	Project Budget Set Number 9
	Project Budget Set Number 10
	Project Budget Set Number 11
	Project Budget Set Number 12
	Project Budget Set Number 13
	Project Budget Set Number 14
	Project Budget Set Number 15
	Project Budget Set Number 16
	Project Budget Set Number 17
	Project Budget Set Number 18
	Project Budget Set Number 19
	Project Budget Set Number 20
	Project Budget Set Number 21
	NGB
	NGB Custom Questions and Answers
	Rec240575
	Almost done!

